Behavioural responses to visual stimuli following posterior dorsal telencephalic ablations in Gallus domesticus.
The behaviour of chickens following posterior dorsal telencephalic ablations was studied in response to humans, strange hens, aerial predators, ground predators and a visual startle stimulus. The ablations had no effect on the birds' response to either the aerial or ground predator but there was a significant reduction in pacing after the visual startle stimulus. Following posterior telencephalic ablation the birds showed significantly fewer attacks and threats in encounters with unfamiliar hens but showed exaggerated escape/avoidance behaviour to humans in both their home pens and in experimental testing cages. The reasons for this avoidance behaviour to humans are discussed but no definite conclusions could be drawn.